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Summary
The primary objective for conducting this study was to determine the barriers to obtaining health care services for children from low-income families. The authors adopted a mixed methods approach, which involved a survey method in which families from Oregon were randomly sampled for the study. Multivariable analysis from 2,681 surveys was conducted (DeVoe et al., 2008). Also, the authors used a qualitative study on 722 parents. Data collected through the surveys were analyzed using SPSS 14.0 software (DeVoe et al., 2008). 
The main findings of this study showed that lack of health insurance was the main factors that barred children from low-income families from accessing healthcare services. In their quantitative analysis, the authors found that having health insurance was closely associated with the lowest rates of unmet healthcare needs in the region (DeVoe et al., 2008). However, even with the health insurance, some parents expressed the challenges they faced while trying to find healthcare services for their children. According to DeVoe et al. (2008), one in every five insured children in Oregon rarely got the medical attention as soon as they needed it. In their qualitative analysis, the authors found that many parents were substantially concerned about the difficulties they faced while trying to access medical service for their children. Majority of parents expressed their concerns regarding their children’s unmet healthcare needs. 
The authors concluded that insurance was the primary concern for parents from low-income families for the children to access health care services; therefore, to ensure that children get adequate health care services, their families must be able to obtain and maintain a stable insurance plan (DeVoe et al., 2008). 
Research Alternatives
The social question that this article addresses is that: Is poverty responsible for the poor health status of children in the United States? 
This research is an explorative study. The study is explorative because of the study approach used; surveys and multivariable analysis. 
The research adopted the mix-methods approach, which involved both qualitative and quantitative approaches. The quantitative method was used in surveys through the multivariable analysis of data from the 2,681 surveys. On the other hand, a qualitative method was used to analyze the written narratives from the 722 parents from Oregon (DeVoe et al., 2008). 
This is an applied research because it seeks to answer a question that affects us in the real world and to solve the problem. The problem is how poverty contributes to the poor health status of children in the United States. This problem is real and it requires a solution. 
Search Parameters
I searched for this article through the Google Scholar search engine. The keywords used during the search include “health status, children, poverty, and the United States.” I did not find the article during the first search. After searching I found 25 articles that were related to the topic. After reading their abstracts, I found seven articles that were suitable for my research. The seven articles were suitable because they closely showed discussions related to the topic. However, to find the right and suitable article, I further refined the search criteria. First, I looked for a comprehensive article. This means that I eliminated articles that were too short of content. Secondly, I looked for an article that was most recent. This means that I eliminated the articles that were published long, especially fifteen years backward. After this refined search, I was left with one article that was recent and comprehensive enough to answer the question.
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